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The Conant tamily appears to be, primarily, of Celtie de-
scent, for the name Conan or Conon, from which the name is
derived, is found at a very carly period aimong various races of
Celtie origing inclnding the Britons; Welshy Ivish, Gaels and
Bretons.  Nobody knows when the Celts first settled in Brit-
ain, for at the heginning of anthentie history the islaind was
inhabited by them.  When Britain was invaded by the Anglo-
Saxons, these Celtic imhabitants retreated before them into
Cornwall and Wales, where they vetained their lancuace and
customs for a long time.  Nome crossed the Enelish Channel
sonthward and joined their kinsmen in Armorie Brittany.

Though Anglo-Saxon intlnence predominates; the English
character of to-day i in no small degree an imheritance from
Celtic ancestors.  This influence is fully vealized by Emerson,
who says:  “The sources from which tradition derives their
stock are three.  And first they are of the oldest blood of the
world—the Celtic.  Some peoples are deciduons or transitory.
Where are the Greeks?  Where the Etrurians?  Where the
ommns?  But the Celts or Sidonides wre an old family, of
whose beginming there is no memory, and their end is likely to
he still more remote in the tuture: for they have endurance
and productivencss.”

Whether the family was of the Breton or the Cornish branch
of the Celtie raece, it is impossible to say. s the name is
somewhaut Gallie in form, it is possible the family is descended
from some Breton follower of William the Conqueror. At
all events, they were settled in Devonshire as early as the he-
ginning of the fourteenth century. Three hundred years luter,
in the very vamguard of English emigration to Ameriea, two
brothers of the mmune left Devonshire for the New World,
from the younger of whom nearly all the Conants in Ameriea
are descended.  The Conants have almost invariably married
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into families of English descent; and moreover, into families
long settled here, so that the branch of the family on this side
of the ocean may be regarded as typieally Ameriean.

Reeords remain to show that the name Conant, in very near-
Iy its present form, has existed in Encland for over six hundred
vears, and a more extended search would doubtless reveal its
arlier existence.  This is, however, a very respectable antig-
nity for the name, when the difticulty of tracing any particular
name, and the faet that surnames have been in general use for
only eight hundred years, is considered.  The orthography has
varied considerably, the variation being principally due to the
ignorance of elerks,  In England thirty-two ways of writing
the name have been found, as follows:  Couenaunt, Conaunt,
Cownat, Conat, Conant, Connant, Conante, Conannt, Conannte,
Connante, Connannt, Concnant, Conenannt, Counant, Connat,
Connatt, Cornet, Conet, Conett, Connet, Connett, Counett,
Conott, Connot, Connott, Coonet, Coonnet, Cannet, Cunnant,
Cunnatt, Cunnante, Conennte; and in Ameriea eighteen ways
(nine of which are included among the foregoing), as follows:
Conant, Connant, Cannant, Connont, Counontt, Connott, Con-
nanght, Connunght, Connaught, Conet, Connet, Connett, Conat,
Cunnet, Cunnant, Conit, Connit, Connitt; making forty-one
variations in all.

In Devonshire, the old home of the family, though the name
is written Conant, the common pronunciation is Connet or
Cunnet.  All descendants of Richard Conant, of East Bud-
leigh, however, both in England and the United States, have
so far as known adhered to the form Conant, generally ypro-
nounced Co-nant, with the accent on the first syllable; a few
families in the United States acceent the last syllable.

The earliest example of the name with the final “t” yet
found, occurs in the Patent Rolls* of England, in the year
1277, when Solomon de Rochester and Thomas de Sodington
were appointed to take the assize of novel disseizin arraigned
by Robert Conenaunt against Filota, late wife of Richard Coue-
naunt, touching a tenement in Alton (or Alveton), Stafford-
shire. Fonr years later, a Robert Conet was a tenant of the

* Patent Rolls, 5 Edward I, m, g, dors, 72.



manor of Horneastle, Lincolushive.  In the year 1327 Alex-
ander Connunt® was hivine in the Hundved of  Kxminster,
Devonshive: five yvears later, Alan Connunt ¥ was living in the
Hundred of Axminster: and in 1379 Hoeh Conanntf was liv-
ing near Exeter. The three st named were probably of our
family, ax they lived within twenty-five miles of the home of
John Conaut, with whom we hegin the Genealogy,

The name is derived from the Celtie Conmn$ formerly of
Wales and Cornwalll sind subsequently of Brittany.  After the
Conquest this name becine common in England, and s fre-
quently found in the Public Records, almost always in some
fimily of Dreton origin. Among the Dreton followers of
William who settled o Devon, was Judhiel of Totnes, a rela-
tive of the Duke of Dritanny.  The Ning granted him 107
manors in Devonshire, and he also held houses in Exeter.
Count Brian, of Brittany, was sent by King Willinm to the
relief of Excter, then besieged by the English, in the year
1069, Ile defeated Harold's sons i battle and was granted
large estates.  In the time of Willinm Rutus, Cono, a monk
of Battle Abbey (whose name indieates that he was a Breton),
was sent to Exeter to look after the property of that house,
and under his care the settlement there grew mto a sepirate
priory.|

The surname of the descendimts of Geoffrey de Dinan, a
Breton who settled in the north-western part of Devonshire,
became, in conrse of time. Dinant, o change analagons to that
from Conan to Conmnt.  These facts indicate the probability
of a Breton oricin of the name, a supposition rendered more
likely by the fact that the nmwe went throuzh a somewhat
similar change in Brittany.

Arthur, in his “Etymologieal Dictionary of Family and



Christian Names,” says:  “Coxaxt, (Welsh and Gaelie). Co-
nan, a river, Counant, a eataract in North Wales, from eaw, a
chasm, a deep hollow, shut up, and 2ant, 2 rivalet,”  As this
derivation did not scem entirely satisfactory, efforts were made
to obtain the true etvmology, and the opinion of several emi-
nent philologists was songht, with the following resnlts:

W. M. Hennessy, Esq., of Ier Majesty™s Publiec Record
Oftice, Dubling writes: = Conan is not a very general nmme
the Calendar of Saints, only seven of the name (besides two
Connang) heing mentioned in the Martyrology of Donegal,
which gives a very full list.  Copcn (which means ‘¢little
hound,” from con, the genitive form of cwy «ny a diminutive
particle) is, under the corrapt form Cyuan, a very general
name in Welsh Chronieles.”

In this connection, the secondary meaning of the word
(¢champion, great warrior, #ide scy.) as sugeested by Prof.
Rhyy, is worthy of note.  In Irish Mythology, Conn (valor),
son of Dimeéeht (god of the powers of healing), figures

lareelys and in the “ Chronicles of the Four Masters”

is rep-
resented as o descendant of THeremon, son of Milesing, and the
110th King of Treland.  Tle ix known as Conn Ceadeatha, or
Conn of the Hundred Battles, and was Monarch of Treland in
the second century.  His posterity possessed the kingdom of
Connaught, the name of which is derived from his nmne coup-
led with “iacht™ or “iocht,” signifving children or posterity.
Henee Counaught, or Coniacht as it was aneiently written,
means the territory possessed by the descendants of Conn.

W. F. Skene, LL. D, Iistoriographer Royal of  Seot-
land, writes:  “Conan is a personal nanie belonging to names
of Trish or Gaelie origin, and existed, both in Ireland and
Scotland, at an carly period. It appears e the Trish Calendar
as St. Conan, (1. about A, D. 648) Bishop of Sodor and Man,
and in Scotland several parishex were dedicated to him, as, for
instance, Kilchonan, in the district of Atholl. Tt appears also
at an carly period as a Christian name in various Scottish
families.”

But more satisfactory and definite are the two letters follow-
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Morbihan, France, writes: < The name Conan is well known
in Brittany: many of our sovercien dukes have horne it, and
it is still frequently used as a baptismal name, or borne by a
great number of families wdiel come originally from  (reat
Lritain.  Only one noble family of Brittany has bhorue the
name Conan or Conen: it is still in existence; its arms are,
“Or and argenty a lion conunterchaneed, armed, crowned and
tongued gnles.”  In regard to the etymolowy of the word Co-
nany, I must first state that the name of Conan Meriadee,® ae-
comnted first King of the Armovie Bretons, is written by ancient
authors, Conux, Cono (Canao), Comn, Cann or Can, which s,
according to one of onr historians, only an abridement or
slight alteration of the name Conan. We find, also, Caton,
Coton and Cathon, which are the same hut more altered than
Canao, Conn and Conan.  This King died abont A, D, 421,
“The radieal concis not employed in wmodern Breton, bat it is

fonmd in meary names of ancient places, where it signities angle



in the special sense of an angle formed by the meeting of two
rivers, in French conplucit, ¢. g., Mengon, Conlo, Condé, ete.
In a figurative sense, con signifies a reunion, an assemblage,
and our ancient traditions inform us that Conan Meriadec came
from Great Britain and reunited under his sceptre, to his an-
cient subjects, who emigrated with him, the Celts and Cymri
who inhabited Armorica.  They took the name DBretons and
the conntry of Arvor (my conntry) that of Little Britain. In
a precise sense, ('oi or Conan (¢nis a simple plural) s more
a title than a name.  Many of our historians in speaking of
him, say, ‘the Conan Meriadee,” “the Chief Meriadee,” follow-
ing the memaning.  C'on in the Welsh and Cymrie languages
seems to have the meaning of Brenn (elief’) i Celtic.

“ At times he ix called Cuny or Cuw, signifving combat,
Canceo (another plwral), the combats.  1le is then the vietor,
the conqueror, the ehief, the imperator of the Romans.

“Finally, at the Court of Assizes of Morbihan, an interpreter



of Finisterre, in translating a deposition, did not hesitate to
employ the cquivalent Cownt for the proper name Conan,
Conan Meriadee, then, signifies the Chief Meriadee, or the
Chief of many Chicfs: the Count. Tt is, perhaps, from this fact
that French historiaus have taken the title Count of Drittany
for our sovercigns who called themselves kings or dukes.

“As to the trequence of the name Conan among the families
of the people, it is due to two canses: first, from its use as a
Christian name among various patronymies; sccond, as a fam-
ily name borne by all a clan. the same in Brittany as in Scot-
land.”

Prof. Loth, who is professor of Celtic at the Faenlty of
Sciences at Rennes, in the department of Hle et Vilaine, says:
“Conant, in the Lth century, of the county of Devon, is an
Armorie Breton or Cornish nmne, bat surely it is not Welsh.
It is abmost certaiuly am Armorie name. The ordinary form
i Armorica to-day is Conan i in the 9th century it was Cunan.
It is the same name as the Welsh Cynan. We find in Wales,
in an insceription of the Gth centary, a genitive torm, Cunegni*
which presupposes tor the same time a nominative form, Cun-
agno-s.  The root is the same as in the name of the Dritish
King, (wno-helinos, of the British king in- Gildas, Maglocunos
(Inter Maclgwn), and probably as in the Welsh verb eynu, to
raise, to exalt.” '

The statement of Prof. Loth is very interesting, as Cunobe-



lin, who was King of Britain at the beginning of the Christian
era, was the original of Shakespeare’s Cymbeline, and Maglo-
cunos was the fourth king after the renowned Arthur.

The conclusion, then, scems to be that Conan, the early form
of Conant, is the equivalent of the Welsh edn, (a chief);
Irish cean; Saxon eyning, (a leader, a king); German
koniy; Duteh Aoning; Swedish Lonung; and also of the
Orviental Ahan ; all meaning head, chief, leader or king.



